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Open access and Brexit 


The UK research community's response tothe recent referendum ~ in which 
8 majority of 52% voted forthe UK to leave the European Union or 
“Broxit")— hus boon one of horor and disbtiet 


‘This is no surprise, not least because exit would have a serious impact on 
research funding in the UK. Nature reports that UK universities eureally 
‘Ret around 16% of their research funding from the EU, and that the UK 
‘urrenily hosts more EU-funded holders of PRC grants than anyother 
member state Elsewhere, Digal Science has estimated thatthe UK could 
lose £1 billion in science funding iTthe UK government does not make up 
‘he shortfall in EUctinked research funds, 


‘And a recent Outsell report noted that FU research funds accounted for, on 
average, more than £900m of funding each year between 2009 and 2015, or 
‘he equivalent of one-third ofthe competitive funding provided by the UK's 
research agencies 


But what are the implications of Brext for open access? Given the highly 
‘volaile station the UK now finds itselin we cannot say anything for 
era, However any squeeze on funding will surly be dtrimetal to 
<urreat plans to migrate scholarly publishing from a subscription to an open 
acess system. 


Its, after ll, generally agred thatthe wransition to open acess will require 
ditional funding, if only inthe short term. To this we should ad that the 
UK fas been one of the main advocates for open access within the EU, and 
slobally. 


Meanwhile the other majo advocate fr en access in Europe ~The 
[Netherlands — is about to give up its Presidency ofthe EU. During their 
‘Presiden, the Dutch managed to persuade mene slates to agree to 2 
‘commitment to make all siete papers freely available by 2020. 


“Thote was always scepticism asta how achievable the EL goal i, but 
Brest would soem to make it much les achievable, As The Welleome 
“Trusts Rober Kiley points out on he questions Ihave posed about OA and 
[Brent “The EU teconly sot target of 100 percent OA by 2020. How this 
‘was tobe achieved was unclear, but without the UK a he table arguments 
in favour of gd will be less vocal 


‘So what do OA advocates think about the curent situation? Below long- 
‘ime proponent of open acess, and Professor of Structural Biology at 
Imperial College London, Slepien Curry aes some thoughts 


‘As an indication of just how uncecain she situation isnot that Stephen 
asked me to preface his answers with this statement: “Readers should 
please bear in mind that my answers have been composed while 1am still 
eenly.fclng the pain and confusion surrounding the outcome ofthe EU 
referendum. Ask me again tomorrow and my answers could well be 
lieve. 
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RP: Erealve that 
‘Brest raises more 
resing issues for 
UK academics than 
‘any impact it might 
have onthe Stopton Gury 


transition to open 
access, and that much sill remains uncertain about how Brexit will play 
‘ot, but what in your view would be the likely implications for open access 
Sf the kind of fears expressed in, for instance, this piece in Physics Today 
were to be realised? 


$C: You're right that there are many more 
loss of leadership role within EU research programs, 
say nothing of the fet that the UK a 

plac to students and staf rom overseas 


sing isues loss of funding, 


sof nflusnce—ta 


fools a much more unweeoming 


‘The seal ofthis scoms unimaginable, And everyone is disrienated 
‘because it's lear that there sno plan for Brexit atthe moment. tis al stil 
tobe worked out 


Inthe meaatime, there is stil the hope tht the process of leaving will 
‘unravel thatthe country, secing the damage beng inflicted, will ind some 
way to sep back, B 

_ncertsinty. Wi all this going on is hard evento think about OA. 


ven that jus ad the engin confision ad 


(RP: Bresiters say that it is “unlikely that wniveriies will be Bereft of 
funding”. But how confident can we be that Brexit will hav litle oF no 
“impact on university funding, and that ifthe UK does suffer economically 
‘costs for open acces wll mot be one ofthe first victim? 


SC: Brexiers have consistently underplayed the risks and costs of leaving 
the EU~as has already become plan, 


“The UK is a net contributor tothe EU overall but ‘wins’ in tems of esearch 
Funding, That wil disappear ifour subsequent agreement (and when will 
‘ha be fashioned?) doce include a commitment o freedom of movement, 
and that doesn’ seem Hikely right now 


Hyen if we save.on the EU contribution (by no means guaranteed, especially 
it we want access tothe single market, the ongoing decline inthe pound, 
the drop in the stockmarket andthe flight of industries und jobs will ikely 
propel the econoany into recession, reducing ax receipts and he possibility 
‘thatthe government will be able fo “compensate” UK science forte loss of 
FU funds. Ta do so the government would have to demonstrate 
‘commitment to investing i R&D that has not been evident fom past 


settlements of lt cash or, more cently fat value 


In those circumstances, there could well be pressure on funds for OA. But 
perhaps that might make RCUK/UKRI get tough on fundees to seek value 
for money when publishing? They've heen reluctant to date bu these are 
strange times. Who knows? 


RP: In 2013 RCUK anteipated tha a fll ransition to open access would 
‘be completed within “around five years” [2018] and that by that time 75% 
(of OA papers would be published as gold OA. Itis also now widely 
cepted that ~ atleast in the short term a transition to open access will 
‘require additonal funding (to pay the APCs generally needed for gold 
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(04) IF UK research funders and Insitutions faced a reduction in funding 
«asa result of Brexit might the money needed fora transition 0. OA no 
Ionger be available, or significantly curtailed? Ifo, what sort of threat 
‘would cha present forthe OA movement? 


‘SC: I think there's ass ofthat. I'm never sure what you mean by “he OA, 
movement" to me itis heterogeneous collection of individuals and 
‘organisations with diverse emphases on the key articles ofthe various 
<eclaratons ~ but it would pose a challenge wo those of us inthe UK who 
‘advocate the wider adoption of OA for scholarly research. I, for one, ar up 
for that challenge, The argument for OA remains unchanged andthe meas 
tw achieve it have always been the subject of debate 


RP: One possibtty, I guess, i that much greater stress would be placed 
‘on green OA. But green OA does not offer any kindof transition to open 
acess does i? And as publishes impose ever more onerous embargo 
conditions does green OA realy offer a realistic long-term solution? 


‘SC: That could be a direction to goin, particularly with the start of the 
LHERCE policy, I don't think yreen OA isthe long-term solution though is 
an effective interim measure, We will have tobe vigilant in spotting and 
calling out extensions to embargo pevods ~ patieslsy since I have not 
eon any convincing evidence that they ae a cost to publishes 


RP: Presumably there are also implications for the EU. Alang with The 
Netherlands, the UK has been the main driver of OA at a European level. 
‘Ae a resul in April the Amsterdam Call for Action om Open Selence seta 
target of achieving full open access forall scietfc publications by 2020, 
TA goal subsequently agreed om by the ministers ofslence, innovation, 
trade, and industry of member states athe Mey Competitiveness 
Councll. With the UK set to leave the EU might we see a fall-off in 
interest in OA within the BU? 


‘SC: The UK has certinly ben an influential voice (even iit hasnt been 
able induce many other nations to follow it down the goldeprefering 
role), but its by no means the only ne a fr as I ean el 


“The whole Brexit process could well be «huge dstation forthe zest ofthe 
TEU so peshaps the 2020 deadline (rather notional in any ease for some?) 
‘might slip. But perhaps not-the HEFCE policy shouldbe effesve in 
achieving th aspiration in the UK and that could be an example for others 
[Pm not as clued into EL machinations as some but I il be sory tha the 
Uk is excluded from EU discussions on OA, 


Hope springs ternal: prtups tere are clever and pragmatic ways we might 
ill be involved, There would be na waat of volunteers in my view. 


LRP: White there has been much discussion over what the UK might lose 
{Financlally asa result of Bret, the UK isthe third largest contributor to 
‘the EU budget. If it leaves, therefore, presumably the EU will face @ 
12.8% fallin its budget. Again, if tansiioning to pen access will—at 
least in the short term —cost more, iit not likely thatthe BU will need to 
‘ut its cloth, and that in doing so it wil comelude that open acess isnot 
as high a priority as it was? 


‘SC: The UK is anetcontbutor so guess there will be some contraction of 
‘the BU budget. I! won't be 12,5% because the size ofthe FU would als fll 
ifthe UK leaves, The EU has its own economic woes but investors looking 
twexitthe UK could well end up in the EU, so who knows what the set 
tect will be? 


Par ofthe argument for OA in science and engineering isto disseminate the 
‘aw material for developing new technologies and that hasnt gone sway. IF 


here it he Open Aarons 
Wile the tom Open Accass 
(A) nasi ori in 
2002 Budapest Open Acces 
Inve (BOA) ha concen 
na praca ot OAs bee 


2024 0) 

2022) 

2020 (4) 

m9) 

2018 20) 

2017 18) 

2010 (14) 
Decor (2) 
Noverbr() 
tobe (1) 
Septaroer) 
saya) 


oy) 
oat) 
arch (1) 
Fetrary@) 
Jarry (1) 
2016 (18) 
2014 (13) 
2013.02) 
201243) 
2011 22) 
2010 (0) 
2009 72) 
2008 14) 
2007 6) 
2008 (@7) 
2005188) 
2004 @) 


anything the pressures oF exit could make it sem more needed than ever, 
Who knows? 


[RP: What if any implications for OA are there here for those in North 
America and the rest ofthe world? 


8C: Ifthe UK loses some ofits momentum on OA, I wonder ifthe some of 
the noise thes ersated around OA might be lost 


RP: What does this al mean for scholarly publishers? 


‘SC: This is fantastic opportunity for them to demonstrate what they realy 
‘mean when they tlk abou being “partners” with the research community. T 
‘hope many wil seize that opportunity to make a positive conrbution to the 


‘Any hint of publishers secking to take advantage of what i going to bea 
ainfl period for the UK research community shotld be called out and 
‘opposed. Like I sad, hope springs eer 


RP: Thank you for taking time to answer these questions. 


Posted by Retard Paynter 
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